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SENIOR 7/ OPINION

BUILD BRIDGES

Isabel Martinez, Director of The Spanish School in
Kensington, on the benefits of being bilingual

in aducarion, schools musr coreribue 1o
ths corzranicarive competence of the
pew generasions. While half of the worid's
polvgiotise recen neurcimaging reseanch
has proved thae bilingualiem should be the
norm, ot the excepion. Research sugpests
thar bilingual educarion improves acadens
ecellence and linguistic competence in

a marstal agiliny monolingualy iack and
perform cogritive tasks becter, they are
more creative and better a2 problam-
soling thew noore higher on ptandardized

“Bllingual children
develop a mental agllity
monolinguals lack™

tests, and their shilities transfer to the
aoquisition of other languages Mmbe even
fosters the apprecistion of cther cultures
iz=mes thet sre undoubtedhy central to our
giobal socisties.

Within the content of hilingual educstion,
lerggrmge inemersion is considered one of
the fastect methods to become fnent in
a serond or foreign language A bilingusl
carriculum in Spenish snd Fnglich in
the UK bas unguestionshle advantsges
for both the nerive Spanish speakers
and the nxtive Enghch spesiers Firsily,
Sparich snd Prglish sre two of the thres
proficiencyin both offers smderts = fisnre
ripe with opportrities. While this type
of progremre pressrves the heritags

speakers sfter Manderin Chiness

The Instituto Espafiol Cafiada Blanch
i= = cass In point; it forms part of the
Sparish Ministry of Eduestion's network
of Sperish Schools shrosad that cater to
the educstional needs of
international students. The
ainective is to extend the
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F4hours aweskof French

Spanish School, where native
Engiish speakers and rative
Spanish spesbers sre integrated
for instruction, so thar both
groups of students play the
role of langusge model and
langusge learner st different
times. It is an inclusive school,
offering pre-school, primary
and senior education including
the [B. The taschers are natives
of one language or the other
The curriculum tsught is tha
Spanish one, and students may
conzirus thelr studies or a
professional caresr in the UK
or Spain. This curriculum, as
wrell ma the immarsion program
in Spanish, enables students
to mchieve o high level of
competence in both languages.
French is also studied from
the first vear of primary
education: to tha second year
of Baccalsureate. and Latin
and Galician are also offered
AE
and parents actively taks part
in school lifs through their repressntatives
on the Board of Covernors and the Parents
Associstion. The school follows the calendar
set by the Roval Borough of Kensington
and Chelses: classes start in the sscond
week of September and end in the sscond
week of July Lessons bagin st B 45am and
finich & 3 25pm (primary’} or 4.30pm (seniar
=chool). From 3.30pm students can sttend
after-schoal clubs The school canteen
oﬁasqpmmnmmﬂﬁdmgm
Tt students may also bring a
packed lunch from home

Az The Spanish School, we
elieve that svery studsnt can
arhieve bilingually st very
high levels It is our mis=sion is
to promote ifslong lsnguage
lzarning, bi-literacy, persoral
integrity; 2 global swarenees
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